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	Next Leader Update – REQUIRED

The next Leader Update is a required meeting for all clubs to participate in. Each club must send a youth and adult representative to the April Leader Update on Tuesday, April 19th at the First Presbyterian Church in Alma. Each committee will report on any activity they have had since our January meeting. Our main program will be Gratiot County Fair for Youth Coordinator Brian Gardner sharing fair updates and information. We are asking if you have questions from within your club please email them PRIOR to the meeting so Brian has time to thoroughly answer your questions and bring supporting hand outs. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. with the meeting promptly starting at 6:30 p.m. This is a required meeting and participants must plan to be there the entire time. Remember Organizational Leaders do not have to attend. Each club is welcome to send whomever they feel can represent the club and bring back the information to share with their club.
Gratiot County 4-H Website Published!

We now have a county website. Please check it out at www.gratiotcounty4h.weebly.com. It is still under construction, but you can see what information will be shared. Currently, all Monday Memos have been uploaded and youth interested in joining 4-H can now find information online. Please feel free to share this website with potential members! We are also on Facebook at www.facebook.com/gratiotcounty4h. 
4-H Community Service Resource

The Leaders’ Council Community Outreach Committee has created a survey for all community groups to fill out and request potential community service opportunities to our 4-H clubs. If you know of an organization, business or agency who would like to be a part of our community service resource please send them the survey at www.growinggratiot.weebly.com. 

State Award Participants Move On!
Congratulations to Emily Cole, Cailin Mikek and Olivia Waldron for filling out top notch State Aware Portfolio. Tall three moved through Regional Competition and will now represent our county and the Central Region at the State Awards Interview Process held during Exploration Days in June!
Exploration Days Books Available!
Explore new interest areas and meet new people during 4-H Exploration Days at MSU! This annual summer youth conference attracts nearly 3,000 participants who represent all 83 Michigan counties. Almost 200 fun, action-filled classroom and field trip sessions are offered during this three-day event on the MSU campus. Scholarship forms are available as well. Packets have been mailed to all past participants. If you’re interested call Katie and you can check out the website at:   http://bit.ly/e2qB9o Registration closes at the end of April. Get your registrations in now to receive your top class choices.
Dog Project Information

The first meeting for Pups-R-Us is scheduled for Monday, April 4, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at the Redbird Training Center. This will be an informational meeting for those 4-H dog participants who want to show a dog at the fair. We will discuss paperwork that is needed, record books, lesson schedules, etc.  Kids can bring their dogs, but no lessons will be given.
PQA Plus Training Dates Announced

Clinton County MSU Extension will be registering all Gratiot County 4-H members who need to be certified and/or recertified for PQA Plus. Please call their office directly. I have included other area PQA’s that can be attended by our members as well. Please call the phone number provided to register. Gratiot County MSUE will not be registering anyone for PQA Trainings. When other counties determine their PQA dates we will include them in the Monday Memo.
Dates for area PQA Trainings

Date
Time
Host
County
Location
Address
Phone # to Register
March 30
7:00 pm
Clinton
Smith Hall
Clinton County Fairgrounds
811 W. Sickles Street
St. Johns
 
989.224.5242
April 14
7:00 pm
Ionia
ISD
2191 Harwood Road
Ionia, MI 48846
989.224.5242
May 24
7:00 pm
Gratiot
First Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church
495 Charles Avenue
Alma, MI    48801-1401
 
989.224.5242
Message from Ken Geuns, Extension Specialist – Livestock Youth: This is to inform you that an updated listing of sources for 4-H and FFA youth project pigs are now posted on the Animal Science Youth Programs web site.  The address is:  http://www.canr.msu.edu/anscikids/ The list can be found under the “Livestock Programs” page.  There should be a similar list regarding sheep and lamb projects loaded in the next few days.
 
4-H Shooting Sports Info
Organization meeting is set for April 21st at 7 p.m. at the Ashley Sportsmans Club. Contact Daymond Grifka for full information at (989) 862-0612. 
Tuscola County Wildlife Forever 4-H Archery Club is holding their 3rd Annual County Shoot on June 11, 2011 at the Tuscola County Archers located at 2305 Bruisee Road in Caro. A flyer is available at http://bit.ly/hUvZ48 Please share with your counties. Thanks.
Middle of the Mitten Preview Beef Show

Saturday, May 7 the Middle of the Mitten Preview Beef Show will be held at the Gratiot County Fair for Youth fairgrounds in Alma, MI. This even is open to youth ages 9-20 by January 1, 2011 who are a resident of Clinton, Clare, Gratiot, Isabella, Midland, Montcalm or Saginaw County. Click here for registration: Middle of the Mitten Registration Form 

Tentative Event Schedule:

· 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - Check-In

· 10:00 a.m. - Obstacle Course

· Meet The Judge - 15 minutes after Obstacle Course

· 15 minutes after Meet The Judge
State 4-H Poultry Palooza
When:  Saturday, May 21, 2011 here (New Location):  Clinton County Fairgrounds. Do you have 4-H members who enjoy raising market broilers for fair?  Help them take their 4-H Poultry project to the next level by participating in the State 4-H Poultry Palooza Broiler Contest. 4-H members purchase 25 cockerels between April 4th  and April 9th (families can share a flock), they keep records on the birds as the project progresses, on May 19th they take their final weight and determine the best 3 birds from the flock to bring to Palooza on May 21st.  Records are turned in, the birds are presented to the judge live, judged and then harvested and the meat is judged (all in the same day). 
There are several livestock sales flyers and horse show flyers in the MSUE Office. 
Upcoming Events

Kettunen Center Workshop -- http://bit.ly/hAXUga 

· Healthy Living = Healthy U April 8-10

· Michigan 4-H Dairy Conference April 15-17

· Shooting Sorts Instructor Workshop April 29-May 1

· Mentoring Weekend July 22-24

· Circle B 4-H Horse Show May 14th Show Bill & Information   
· 13th Annual West Michigan Lakeshore 4-H All Breed Heifer & Steer Show May 15,  http://bit.ly/gwTiCM 



	“Like” Michigan 4-H, Gratiot County 4-H & the Gratiot County Fair for Youth on Facebook!
MSU Extension – Gratiot County
214 E. Center St.

Suite 11

Ithaca, MI 48847

(989) 875-5233

mccuneka@anr.msu.edu

	Join the GCFFY FACEBOOK PAGE

For up to date information about the fair join the Gratiot County Fair for Youth Facebook page.  Search for Gratiot County Fair for Youth on Facebook to locate the site and be sure to “like” us.

Revised Coggins Information for Horse Exhibitors

The Michigan Department of Agriculture has updated their ruling on EIA or more commonly called Coggins Testing for horses & other equine species moving from their farms in Michigan. Check out how our fair will handle this information under the Project Area Information Tab and look under horse.

New Horse Registration Form

The new fair Horse Registration Forms are on line. Completed forms are due back in the fair office by Monday, May 2, 2011. Horse exhibitors who only show in horse projects do not need to complete the official fair entry form.
For more information on Horse Fair Projects click here: Horse Project Information
2011 GCFFy Fair Schedule

Check out the 2011 Fair Schedule. 
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