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	“Like” Gratiot County 4-H on Facebook!

	4-H Alternative Spring Break
Once again 4-H will be offering an alternative spring break option for those families staying closer to home. We’d like to hear from you – where would you like to go for a day trip? Email Katie at mccuneka@anr.msu.edu or post on our Gratiot County 4-H Facebook Wall.  This is a great event to invite non-4-H families! Look for more information in upcoming newsletters!
4-H Spring Achievement & Share the Talent!

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 9th for the Second 4-H Spring Achievement Day and Share the Talent Show & Pancake Dinner. Project Classes will take place in the afternoon, with judging concluding the evening along with a Talent Show and the Leaders’ Council Pancake Dinner! Registration forms will be found in later newsletters. 

Do you have a resource person who would like to teach a project class? Are you a teen who would like to help organize the Clover Climber project class?  Please pass their contact information on to Katie. 
State Wide Science Fair Opportunity
The Arthur Berkey Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Science Fair recognizes middle and high school students who are studying the application of scientific principles and emerging technologies in agriculture and natural resources.  Participation begins at the local chapter/club level and progresses to the state level held at the 2011 Ag Expo on the campus of MSU in July, and for FFA members the national level.  State Winners receive a cash prize. Call for proposals are due June 1. For more information click: http://bit.ly/dSxuLc   

Ready for an international experience?

Open your home to an exchange student and open your lives to the world! Families have an opportunity to host a Japanese exchange student July 23 to August 19, 2011. One Japanese student will be matched per family based on the host sibling’s gender, age and interests.  There are also opportunities to host adult chaperones for 2 or 4 weeks. Families who host chaperones are not required to have children in the home. For more information click: http://bit.ly/hXuyF7 


	“Like” Gratiot County Fair for Youth on Facebook!
MSU Extension – Gratiot County
214 E. Center St.

Suite 11

Ithaca, MI 48847

(989) 875-5233

mccuneka@anr.msu.edu

	GCFFY Dinner Dance 

Alma, Michigan. The Gratiot County Fair for Youth is hosting its annual Fair Dinner Dance on Saturday, March 5 at 6:00 p.m. at Alma College's Van Dusen Hall. Tickets are available for $25 each from the fair's board of directors and by contacting the fair office (starting February 9). If you would like tickets or information on how to donate an auction item, contact the fair at (989) 875-5292 or bgardner@gcffy.org.
Winter Feeder Newsletter
Check out the attached newsletter from Jody Whitmore, Feeder Superintendent Leader. 
RED CROSS: Critically Low Blood Supply

 Severe winter weather in recent weeks has caused the cancellation of more than 14,000 blood donations in Michigan.  Every two seconds a patient in the U.S. needs a transfusion.  Blood is perishable and has no substitute. PLEASE DONATE BLOOD NOW.

· Tuesday, February 1st:  1 to 6:45 p.m. First Tuesday Community Drive, Alma First Presbyterian Church, Superior St. and Charles Ave.

· Tuesday, February 22nd:  Noon to 5:45 p.m.  St. Louis Church of Christ, 1075 W. Monroe Rd. (M-46)

· Friday, February 25th: 10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Ashley High School, 104 N. New St., Ashley

Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org to make an appointment or to find other blood drives near you.

Upcoming Events
Clare County 4-H Heartland Rabbit Show, February 12 For more information email Don Dietsch at djd4300@hotmail.com or Carol Forkum at cforkum@yahoo.com 

Eaton County Rabbit Workshop February 19th --  http://bit.ly/eBqLYI  

Kettunen Center Workshop -- http://bit.ly/hAXUga 

· Vet Science Feb. 25-26

· Beef, Sheep & Swine Feb 26-27

· Recreation Leadership & Camp Counselor March 4-6

· Science Workshop March 12-13

· Environmental & Outdoor Ed., Plant Science Entomology March 18-20

· Healthy Living = Healthy U April 8-10

· Michigan 4-H Dairy Conference April 15-17

· Shooting Sorts Instructor Workshop April 29-May 1

· Mentoring Weekend July 22-24

· Annual Allegan County 4-H Horse Leaders Round Up Tack Sale February 26 - http://bit.ly/hbkZxa  

· Ingham County 4-H Horse Committee Tack Sale February 26 - http://bit.ly/gmyNby  

· Isabella  County 4-H  Rabbit  &  Cavy  Show February 26 - For full registration information contact the Isabella County MSUE Office 989-772-0911 ext. 302

· Montcalm County 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Show March 12 - For full registration information contact Tom Gittus  (989) 807-0349 or Bonnie Havlicek  (989) 427-5577

· Ionia County 4-H Horse Developmental Committee Tack Sale March 19 - http://bit.ly/end7qh
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