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	4-H Spring Break Alternative Trips Set!

Alternative Spring Break trips are designed to offer low cost, all-inclusive activities for families as well as give members the opportunity to invite non-4-H’ers to experience the fun of 4-H! Money from county 4-H participation fees will be used to keep the price down. 
Tuesday, March 29: Zehnder’s Splash Village in Frankenmuth - $20/person. Includes transportation, day park pass and lunch. The morning will be spent exploring downtown Frankenmuth
Exploration Days Books Available February 28th!
Explore new interest areas and meet new people during 4-H Exploration Days at MSU! This annual summer youth conference attracts nearly 3,000 participants who represent all 83 Michigan counties. Almost 200 fun, action-filled classroom and field trip sessions are offered during this three-day event on the MSU campus. 4-H Exploration Days is designed to help you learn new techniques and skills; offer in-depth action learning through sessions in your interest area; give you access to the MSU campus; provide you with career exploration experiences; enhance your sense of personal and social responsibility; and increase your personal growth. Workshops include everything from robotics, livestock judging, crafts, arts, horticulture, skateboarding, kayaking, and so much more.  Exploration Days books will be available soon after the first of March so contact the Extension Office to see how you can get a copy and start planning your own fun filled week on campus.  You can also check out the web site at:   http://bit.ly/e2qB9o
State Awards
It is time to recruit 4-H members for Michigan 4-H State Awards.  Hopefully, you have already started – but, if not, there is still time!  The 2011 Michigan 4-H State Award Program materials are available on line on the Michigan 4-H web-site under “awards and scholarships”.  There, you can find instructions, award forms, group awards information and Mark of Excellence information.  The forms have been up-dated for 2011, please make sure you use the CURRENT forms!  The layout of the award should not be changed. 

Award forms are due to the MSUE Office no later than March 4. 
Mark of Excellence

4-H members who are 11 or 12 years old (4-H age on Jan. 1, 2011) are invited to get involved in the 2011 40H Mark of Excellence Award program.  Interested youth write an essay focusing on the theme “Because of 4-H I can . . . . .”.   Essays must be computer generated, typed or handwritten in blue or black ink on 8 ½” x 11” paper, single sides, in 500 words or less.   No photos or graphics can be used and the finished essay cannot be more than 2 pages in length.  If typed you must use a 12 pt. font.  Essays must be submitted to the MUS Extension Office by March 4th and two lucky youth will have their essays selected to be sent to the State and will be recognized on the Wharton Center stage during Exploration Days.  This is an exciting opportunity for members, so start thinking of all the things you can do as a result of your membership in Michigan 4-H.
4-H Spring Achievement & Share the Talent!

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 9th for the Second 4-H Spring Achievement Day and Share the Talent Show & Pancake Dinner. Project Classes will take place in the afternoon, with judging concluding the evening along with a Talent Show and the Leaders’ Council Pancake Dinner! Registration forms will be found in later newsletters. 

Do you have a resource person who would like to teach a project class? Are you a teen who would like to help organize the Clover Climber project class?  Please pass their contact information on to Katie. 

PQA Plus Training Updates
Currently, dates are being set for spring PQA Trainings around the state. As soon as the dates are posted, I will relay the information.

4-H Recreational Leadership Workshop 
March 4th, 5th and 6th, Kettunen Center, For youth and adults ages 13 and older. 4-H camp participation positively affects teen counselors by helping them develop their leadership-related knowledge, skills and behaviors.  They become more aware of the developmental needs and individual difference of younger campers and become more aware of themselves as leaders who are responsible for the well- being and safety of others.  

· Teen camp counselors can use camp volunteerism to develop their resumes and make themselves more competitive for future employment.

· Teen counselors not only gain valuable leadership skills at camp, but they also have the opportunity to use those skills to help younger campers – which creates a mentoring relationship.

· Being a camp counselor, allows teens to develop broad skills and interests that can be applied in a variety of settings in adult life. 

· Being a 4-H camp counselor is a rewarding and meaningful experience that has a lasting and important impact

To register, please contact the MSUE Office.
4-H Healthy Living

April 8-10, 2011 – Kettunen Center. This conference is open to teens, 4-H members and non-members, aged 15 (by January 1, 2011) and older, and 4-H volunteers, educators and adults who work with youth in a variety of educational settings. This workshop is the first workshop in TEN years offering unique training on how to eat and live healthy. In this workshop you will gain invaluable experiences when working with youth and also personal growth in the area of healthy living. You will learn how to be health conscience and teach youth how to also do the same. Are you ready to challenge yourself, be educated and have fun all in the name of healthy living? Sign up today for this great workshop. During this workshop, please plan on bringing workout clothes, shoes and loose fitting garments. 
4-H Science Workshop

March 12–13, 2011 – Kettunen Center. This workshop focuses on new and exciting areas of science, engineering and technology!  Teen and adult volunteers ages 13 and up are encouraged to come and learn about alternative energy, engineering, environmental sciences, and digital photography and film making.  Hands on sessions for beginners and more advanced will include: robotics, rocket launching, wind power, making biofuel, digital photography, film making, making catapults, water quality, climate change and more! This workshop is presented with support from The W. A. Dart Foundation.
4-H Environmental & Outdoor Education and Plant Science & Entomology Training Workshop

March 18 to 20, 2011, at Kettunen Center. Adult and teen volunteers aged 13 and up and MSUE staff. Come sample a variety of interest areas within the 4-H environmental and outdoor education (EOE) and plant science and entomology programs! Enjoy fun, hands-on activities taught in a train-the-trainer format so you can leave with many ideas and resources to share locally. Sessions will feature outdoor survival, wildlife, environmental stewardship, outdoor recreation such as disc golf, gardening, herbs, pruning, team building and leadership and much more! 

Michigan 4-H Dairy Conference

April 15–17, 2011 – Camp Beechpoint, Allegan, Michigan. Open to youth aged 12 to 19 as of January 1, 2011.If you'd like to know more about the dairy industry, sign up to attend this conference. You'll learn about dairy management topics including dairy cattle nutrition, health, reproduction and cattle evaluation. Practice for state dairy management contests such as the skillathon and quiz bowls that will focus on dairy cattle reproduction.  You'll also tour area farms. This workshop is presented with support from the American Dairy Association of Michigan, Country Fresh, Inc. and the Michigan Milk Producers Association.
State 4-H Poultry Palooza
When:  Saturday, May 21, 2011 here (New Location):  Clinton County Fairgrounds. Do you have 4-H members who enjoy raising market broilers for fair?  Help them take their 4-H Poultry project to the next level by participating in the State 4-H Poultry Palooza Broiler Contest. 4-H members purchase 25 cockerels between April 4th  and April 9th (families can share a flock), they keep records on the birds as the project progresses, on May 19th they take their final weight and determine the best 3 birds from the flock to bring to Palooza on May 21st.  Records are turned in, the birds are presented to the judge live, judged and then harvested and the meat is judged (all in the same day). 


	“Like” Michigan 4-H, Gratiot County 4-H & the Gratiot County Fair for Youth on Facebook!
MSU Extension – Gratiot County
214 E. Center St.

Suite 11

Ithaca, MI 48847

(989) 875-5233

mccuneka@anr.msu.edu

	GCFFY Dinner Dance 

Alma, Michigan. The Gratiot County Fair for Youth is hosting its annual Fair Dinner Dance on Saturday, March 5 at 6:00 p.m. at Alma College's Van Dusen Hall. Tickets are available for $25 each from the fair's board of directors and by contacting the fair office (starting February 9). If you would like tickets or information on how to donate an auction item, contact the fair at (989) 875-5292 or bgardner@gcffy.org.
Join the GCFFY FACEBOOK PAGE

For up to date information about the fair join the Gratiot County Fair for Youth Facebook page.  Search for Gratiot County Fair for Youth on Facebook to locate the site and be sure to “like” us.

Market Feeder Registration is Closing-In

The deadline for registering exhibitors for market feeder projects is March 15.  Feeder steers need to be tagged with an official (white) GCFFY ear tag which are available at the MSU Extension Office for only $1 each.  Each steer registered must have its photo attached with the ear tag visible attached to the BACK of the registration form.  Forms are available at the office and on-line at www.gcffy.org. 
Great Lakes Agricultural Fair

 A Bold New Step in Family Entertainment right in the heart of Oakland County. The Silverdome will host four days of celebration, September 2-5, 2011, surrounding Michigan's wonderful agricultural community, with a carnival atmosphere that's sure to please everyone. For complete press release and details please visit: http://bit.ly/gLDwEu  and click on the MAFE News page.
Upcoming Events
Eaton County Rabbit Workshop February 19th --  http://bit.ly/eBqLYI  

Kettunen Center Workshop -- http://bit.ly/hAXUga 

· Recreation Leadership & Camp Counselor March 4-6

· Science Workshop March 12-13

· Environmental & Outdoor Ed., Plant Science Entomology March 18-20

· Healthy Living = Healthy U April 8-10

· Michigan 4-H Dairy Conference April 15-17

· Shooting Sorts Instructor Workshop April 29-May 1

· Mentoring Weekend July 22-24

· Annual Allegan County 4-H Horse Leaders Round Up Tack Sale February 26 - http://bit.ly/hbkZxa  

· Ingham County 4-H Horse Committee Tack Sale February 26 - http://bit.ly/gmyNby  

· Isabella  County 4-H  Rabbit  &  Cavy  Show February 26 - For full registration information contact the Isabella County MSUE Office 989-772-0911 ext. 302

· Montcalm County 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Show March 12 - For full registration information contact Tom Gittus  (989) 807-0349 or Bonnie Havlicek  (989) 427-5577

· Ionia County 4-H Horse Developmental Committee Tack Sale March 19 - http://bit.ly/end7qh
· Circle B 4-H Horse Show May 14th – See attached flyer
· 13th Annual West Michigan Lakeshore 4-H All Breed Heifer & Steer Show May 15,  http://bit.ly/gwTiCM 
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